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Mr. Chairman, 

 

Ambassadors,  

 

Renowned Researchers, 

 

On behalf of H.E. the Brazilian Minister of External 

Relations, Ambassador Luiz Alberto Figueiredo Machado, 

I would like to thank the Governments of Guatemala, 

Switzerland and Spain, as well as the representatives 

of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the 

Organization of American States (OAS) and the 

Secretariat of the Geneva Declaration, for convening 

this Regional Review Conference of the Geneva 

Declaration on Armed Violence and Development.  

 

Since its creation in 2006, the Geneva Declaration has 

proved itself as a trustworthy platform of debate 

about the issues of armed violence and development. 

The possibility of exchanging views, sharing 

experiences and improving concepts is of utmost 

importance to the international community and civil 

society alike.  

 

This Regional Review Conference constitutes an 

opportunity to further deepen a specific regional 

approach to the issue of armed violence and 

development. Side by side with Guatemala and Colombia, 

the Latin American members of the "core group" of the 

Geneva Declaration, Brazil has supported the 

initiative of convening Regional Conferences instead 

of a Global Review Conference.   

 

With this Conference in Guatemala, we hope to 

emphasize the importance of enhancing the development 

side in order to tackle the issue of armed violence. 

It is clear that widespread violence imposes heavy 

social and economic burdens to societies, claiming 

lives and futures. However, one must not neglect the 



structural causes of violence if we are committed to 

the task of improving the lives of people in our 

region, in our Countries and in our neighborhoods. 

Poverty, economic exclusion, lack of education, poor 

(or no) access to basic public services, juvenile 

unemployment, discrimination, gender issues, among 

others, must be taken into account as important 

drivers of violence.   

 

Linear approaches that only emphasize the impacts of 

violence over the development of a certain country 

should not be endorsed by our region. The Latin 

American perspective provides an opportunity to build 

concepts and to define policies according to the idea 

that security and development are mutually reinforcing 

objectives. In more concrete terms, this means 

advancing public security policies that integrate 

aspects of social participation, prevention and 

greater social justice. Moreover, it means that, 

whenever necessary, national States should be able to 

count on the international community to advance ideas 

and policies related to its own peculiarities. The 

time of "one-size-fits all" policies in our region 

should be left for good.  

 

This Regional Review Conference is also being convened 

in a key moment for the international community. As 

you are all aware, in 2015 we are bound to define the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs will be 

based on "The Future We Want", the consensual outcome 

of the Rio+20 Conference which sets out that the 

notion of sustainable development encompasses three 

pillars: the social, the economic and the 

environmental, with poverty eradication at the center 

of our attention. The Rio+20 Conference has 

purportedly not included peace and security issues at 

the core of the Agenda so as not to deviate our focus 

from dealing with the essential social, economic and 

environmental challenges of sustainable development. 

The challenge ahead of us is not a negligible one. 

 

Discussions about the SDGs are already at full speed 

in the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 

Goals of the United Nations, which held its 10th 

meeting in april 4. Proposals for the inclusion of 

peace and security goals in the Post-2015 Agenda have 

already been extensively discussed between Member-

States in the UN. Many developing countries, such as 

Brazil and Nicaragua, with whom we share a seat on the 

Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals, 

have expressed concern about the inclusion of peace 



and security goals in the Post-2015 Agenda, because 

such an outcome would allow for the "securitization" 

of the development agenda and might lead to the 

imposition of greater conditionalities to the 

concession of official development assistance. In such 

a scenario, international assistance would further 

divert towards security and "rule of law" issues, to 

the detriment of efforts in support of poverty 

eradication and the promotion of sustainable 

development. That was not the intent of the Rio+20 

Conference. 

 

The widespread support that the Geneva Declaration has 

obtained stems from its capacity to build consensus 

about complex and extremely important issues such as 

the relationship between armed violence and 

development. Bringing divisive lines into this 

Regional Review Conference will not help us push 

forward the objectives of the Geneva Declaration. It 

is important that we use this opportunity to 

strengthen common regional perspectives, share policy 

experiences and enhance our knowledge about each other 

realities.  

 

The Brazilian Delegation wishes a very productive 

Conference for all of us. 

 

Thank you. 

 


